Conversation best displays character.            31-
piety to hide the faults or failings of their friends, even when they can ijo longer suffer by their detection; we therefore see whole ranks of characters adorned with uniform panegyrick, and not to be known from one another but by extrinsick and casual circumstances. " Let me remember, (says Hale,) when I find myself inclined to pity a criminal,, that there is likewise a pity due to the country." If we owe regard to the memory of the dead, there is yet more respect to be paid to knoAV-ledge, to virtue and to truth1.'                               '                             :
What I consider as the peculiar value of the following work, is, the quantity it contains of Johnson's conversation ; which is universally acknowledged to have been eminently instructive and entertaining; and of which the specimens that I have given upon a former occasion2, have been received with so much approbation, that I have good grounds for supposing that the world will not be indifferent to more ample communications of a similar nature.'
That the conversation of a celebrated man, if his talents have been exerted in conversation, will best display his character, is, \ trust, too well established in the judgment of mankind, to be at ail shaken by a sneering observation of Mr. Mason, in his Memoirs cf Mr..William WJdtehcad, in which there is literally no Life,, but a mere dry narrative of facts3. I do not think it was quite necessary to attempt a depreciation of what is universally esteemed, because it was not to be found in the immediate object of the ingenious writer's pen ; for in truth, from a man so still and so tame, as to be contented to pass many years as the domestick1 companion of a superannuated lord and lady4, conversation could no more be expected, than from a Chinese mandarin on a chimney-piece, or the fantastick figures on a gilt leather skreen.
If authority be required, let us appeal to Plutarch, the prince of ancient biographers. Ot/re rats eTrujdazwrarcus irp^ecrt irctz/ra)? S?jX(0(ris aperij? 17 Kansas, AXXii irpayjj.a Ppaxy TroXXciiciy, xal a, Ka! mu&id TIS fycpacnv fjBovs fjrowja-ey paXXov TJ n^cu iwpwveKpoi, Kal -Trapartifets at fieytorat, Kal iro\LopK.ta,t Tro\e(av. ' Nor is it always in the most distinguished atchievements that men's virtues or vices-
..' Rambler, No. 60.   BOSWELL.         Life of WMtehead is not a life at all,
* In the Journal of a Tour to the     for there is neither a letter nor a say-,
Hebrides.                                             ing from  first to last.'   Letters of
3 ' Mason's Life of Gray is excel-     Boswell, p. 265.
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mayre. " And was he excused?" "0 yes; for no man is angry at another for being inferior1 to himself. We all scorned him, and admitted his plea. For my part, I was such a. fool as to pay my share for wine, though I never tasted any. But Sir J ohnwas a most unclubablema.n.nl Madame D'Arblay's Diary, \. 65.
